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to start going bump in the halls or ob-
jects to disappear or be move.

Soss soon realized the house was
more than she bargained for. 

“I didn’t really think anything was in
this building until I found out the hard
way.” she said. “All the doors were
locked, we weren’t open yet and I was in
the employee bathroom when there was
what sounded like a very heavy adult
stomping and the bathroom door flew
wide open.”

Every room seems to have it’s own
personality with a range of items said to
have caused some paranormal behav-
iors. Multiple teams of paranormal in-

Walking by the green Escape Room
house on Main Street, you’d never guess
that countless incidents of paranormal
phenomena have occurred at the more
than 100-year-old historic home. 

Not much was known about the his-
tory of the Salinas home before Jessica
Soss opened her escape room business
last June. She couldn’t wait to open, be-
lieving the location was the perfect
place to bring customers in for games
and a good time. 

However, it didn’t take long for things

vestigators have come over the last
year to witness these accounts for
themselves. 

There’s no Child’s Play
at this haunted house

The monkey doll, top right, is said to be inhabited by a spirit named Doug who lived in Watsonville.
JOCELYN ORTEGA/THE SALINAS CALIFORNIAN

See HAUNTED, Page 3A
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The Carmel Mission has undergone
its third restoration, valued at $4 mil-
lion, just in time for its 250th anniver-
sary. 

The restored location was originally
built in 1797. With 11 total structures
and five museums throughout the 22-
acre complex, the Carmel Mission is
considered to be the most authentical-
ly restored Franciscan mission. 

“I am humbled by the community
support and proud of the foundation’s
ongoing efforts and commitment to re-
store this incredible landmark during a
very challenging time.” said Stephanie
Zelei, the executive director of the 

See MISSION, Page 3A

CARMEL MISSION

$4 million
restoration
complete
Angelica Cabral Salinas Californian
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A man was killed while crossing the
street in Salinas early Friday. 

At 6:43 a.m., police were called to a
man hit by a car near Laurel Drive and
Granda Avenue. The crosswalk isn’t far
from the Casa Del Pollo shopping cen-
ter.

When officers arrived, they discov-
ered a 78-year-old man lying motion-
less in the street. He’d been hit by a red
Toyota Prius. The man died at the
scene, police said. 

His name hasn’t been released. 

78-year-old
man killed
while crossing
Salinas street
Sheyanne N Romero
Salinas Californian

USA TODAY NETWORK
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SACRAMENTO – Environmental
groups were cautiously optimistic
about California Gov. Gavin Newsom’s
proposal to ban new oil and gas wells
within 3,200 feet of schools and homes,
but the oil industry and labor allies

warned the plan would raise California
energy prices and potentially bring po-
litical consequences for the governor.

The ambitious proposal, announced
Thursday, would create the nation’s
largest buffer zone between wells and
community sites, but it has a long way to
go before it becomes official policy in the
nation’s seventh-largest oil producing

state. It would not shut down existing
wells within the 3,200-foot zone but
subject them to new pollution controls.

Newsom’s administration pointed to
studies that show living near a drilling
site can elevate the risks of birth de-
fects, respiratory problems and other
health issues. More than 2 million Cali-
fornians are estimated to live within

that distance of drilling, mostly in Los
Angeles and Kern counties.

“This is about public health, public
safety, clean air, clean water – this is
about our kids and our grandkids and
our future,” Newsom said in Wilming-
ton, a Los Angeles neighborhood with
the city’s highest concentration of
wells. “A greener, cleaner, brighter, more
resilient future is in our grasp, and this 

Oil drilling limits far from final
Wells couldn’t be within 3,200 feet of homes, schools
Kathleen Ronayne 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See LIMITS, Page 2A

“I didn’t really think

anything was in this

building until I found out

the hard way.”
Jessica Soss
Escape Room owner
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The many voices

One of the first things people see
when they enter the Escape Room is the
porcelain dolls perched on a table in the
lobby. 

Most of these were collected by Soss
throughout the years. She describes
herself as someone who is sensitive to
spiritual activity and says she found
herself connected to them.

To talk to them, Soss places a small
speaker box by the dolls but always asks
for their permission first or presents
them with candy as an offering to com-
municate.

They are asked a question and if they
are willing to talk, their many voices
start coming through the speaker. 

Soss invited Pink House Paranormal
Research to investigate the paranormal
activity in the house. Deborah Reed and
her family work together as a paranor-
mal research team and have verified the
electronic voice phenomenon (EVP)
from the alleged spirits inhabiting the
dolls. 

“When we went out there to do an in-
vestigation, my husband and grandson
caught an EVP and we recorded it,” Reed
said. “One of the dolls was talking and
she answered them with her name. It
was a really trippy experience.”

Soss says most of the spirits behind
the dolls are children but they all have
different and mostly playful personal-
ities. 

One doll that stands out from the tiny
crowd is a stuffed monkey named
“Doug,” which Soss says is a spirit of a
deceased 42-year-old man from Wat-
sonville. 

“He likes money,” Soss said. “We had
someone come in and say ‘hey, whoever
whispers in my ear gets this half dollar.’
So someone whispered in his ear and I
thought it was Betty [a doll] because
she’s pretty active. When I asked, Betty
told me it was Doug and she was mad he
got to it first. For about a month he just
sat there with a half dollar sitting on top
of his bulging eyeballs.”

Soss says the dolls are harmless and
takes them home at the end of each
work day.

Radio activity

The Area 51 room is a popular choice
for customers taking part in the escape
games. 

While the riddles in the dark room
keep everyone entertained, just feet
away from them is a black radio box that
sent at least one person running for the
hills.

A second radio with a more vintage
look can be found just on top of the
counter of the lobby. Though not as ac-
tive as the radio in the Area 51, this radio
is said to turn on by itself occasionally,
but Soss says there may be more mys-
tery to it. 

“When I got this radio from a thrift
store, something was attached to it,” she
said. “I don’t know what or who but it
definitely brought something in.”

The two within

Footsteps, cold chills and pulling on
pant legs are a common occurrence ex-
perienced by staff and visitors. It’s said
that two spirits roam the rooms of the
house and are thought to be the prank-
sters.

One ghost named “Joe” lives inside
the Flat Line game room. The room’s
theme is about a doctor turned serial
killer. 

“He’ll poke you, he’ll trigger winning
puzzle games, which is really annoying.
I found that when I put a penny as an
offering, he stops, at least for a while,”
she said. “He smells like rotten fish. We
thought something had died in the walls
of that room for a while, but that’s when
you know he’s around.”

The second spirit in the home re-
mains unnamed. Soss believes it’s the

spirit of a child.
“They’ll turn lights on and off. You’ll

hear your name called,” she said. “They
also go and play the poke poke game and
poke people, unless they don’t want to
be bothered.”

Don’t look in the mirror

While most of the spirits are harm-
less, there was a time when an object in
the house triggered something more
sinister. 

An old mirror was once placed in the
Fort Ord themed room in the front of the
building. Soss thought nothing of the
object until a friend raised concerns
about paranormal activity surrounding
it. 

The mirror, which came with the
house, was found hanging on a wall di-
rectly in front of a door.

Soss says that according to myth,
mirrors are not to be placed in front of
another door or across from another
mirror as this can lead to bad luck or the
opening of spiritual portals.

“There was a few times where myself
and coworkers would see something in
the mirror when they were looking at it.
At some point, we felt something in the
room and you could see hand prints in
the mirror but the mirror was up high
enough where guests couldn’t reach it,”
she said. “It looked like it was on the
other side of the mirror, almost as if
something got stuck and there was a
half a face print on it.”

Soss says the appearance of figures

continued to escalate.
“There were a few bad things, mali-

cious things that came out of that mir-
ror,” she said. “One looked like a giant
dark ink in water figure moving on the
wall and then it went out the front door.” 

She believes a spirit once jumped
from the mirror and into her doll, Betty.

“Betty just felt off. Betty’s face is very
young and happy but whatever got into
her aged Betty,” she said. “Her face has
no bags and at the end of the days, she
would look tired and had bags under
eyes and when I talked to her, she
seemed annoyed that something
jumped in her.”

That’s when the Pink House team
came in with standard output sensitiv-
ity (SOS) camera equipment to investi-
gate the sightings.

What they found was something they
say they’ll never forget. 

“My grandson brought someone to
help uncover the mirror and he’d been
hit in the chest, hard. When we took pic-
tures with our SOS, there was a figure
there that guards the mirror. It was if it
doesn’t want anyone near it,” Reed said.
“We’ve caught that like four different
times on our SOS along with a few
EVPs.”

During the investigation of the mir-
ror, Soss and the team members also say
they heard a voice.

“It was almost as if someone else was
standing there and it said ‘Get out of my
damn house,’” Reed said.

At the same time, the team discov-
ered a desk, that is never locked, was
locked. After they heard the voice, the
desk unlocked. 

“We believe in the paranormal here
because we lived it and we wanted to
find the proof so we can put it out there
to the community,” Reed said. “I don’t
know if the spirits will stay with the
house or if they will go with Jessica but I
think they will probably stay there.”

Soss plans to move her Escape Room
business to the mall early next year. Un-
til then, the public can visit and book
their games before the business closes
mid-November.

The Pink House investigators have
documented their investigation of the
Salinas Escape Room on their website
https://www.pinkhouseparanormal.
com/. Soss has also tried to research
any history of the house, which may in-
dicate strange incidents or a death but
has found nothing.

To lean more about the haunted his-
tory at the Salinas Escape Room, visit
https://www.escaperoomsalinas.com/
or find it on Instagram @escaperoomsa-
linas

Haunted
Continued from Page 1A

Escape Room owner Jessica Soss points to a wall where a mirror said to have
manifested paranormal activity was once hanging. JOCELYN ORTEGA/THE SALINAS

CALIFORNIAN

Carmel Mission Foundation.
The most recent restoration focused

on the Basilica Forecourt and the 100-
year-old Downie Museum. Crews com-
pleted seismic strengthening of the un-
reinforced adobe and restored the roof-
line, fireplace and wood support beams,
making the building ADA compliant. 

The front perimeter wall has also
been rebuilt, the entrance gates have
been refurbished and a gated pedestri-
an entrance was added alongside the
museum store. 

“Our community has practiced a leg-
acy of joining together in restoring this
national historic landmark as the Mon-
terey Peninsula developed around it,”
Zelei said. “It is an exciting time, and we
want to share this incredible history.”

The two donors who contributed $1.5
million or more to the foundation will be
honored with plaques in the Forecourt
and the Downie Museum. Donors who
contributed $5,000 or more will have a

plaque in the Central Courtyard. 
There have been two previous resto-

rations since the inception of the Car-
mel Mission Foundation — 2013 and
2016. 

The 2013 restoration focused on the
structure of the Basilica, while the 2016
restoration focused on the Central
Courtyard, creating an updated outdoor
gathering space that the Parish and Mu-
seum were able to use during the pan-
demic. 

The mission is designated as a U.S.
National Historic Landmark and a Cali-
fornia State Landmark, in addition to
being listed in the National Registry of
Historic Places. It’s a part of the Califor-
nia Missions, historical locations that
served as outposts for the religious arm
of the Spanish colonizers.

Angelica Cabral is a journalist and
podcaster for The Californian covering
a wide variety of topics from movies
filmed in Monterey County to how much
political candidates have fundraised.
Have a tip for an interesting story?
Email her at acabral@gannett.com. You
can also follow her on Twitter @avca-
bral97

Mission
Continued from Page 1A

Carmel Mission Basilica front facade. PROVIDED/CARMEL MISSION FOUNDATION

The driver of the Toyota remained on
scene and is cooperating with the inves-
tigation. Investigators don’t suspect
drugs or alcohol were a factor in the col-

lision.
The roadways near the scene were

blocked for several hours while police
investigated the collision.

Earlier this month, Salinas police in-
vestigated a rash of collisions involving
pedestrians. 

In one case, the driver fled the scene.
In another case, a 13-year-old girl was

hit by a Chevrolet Silverado pickup
truck as she crossed the street.

The child suffered major injuries and
was taken to a Santa Clara hospital for
treatment.

“Safety on the roadways is a shared
responsibility whether you are a driver
or a pedestrian,” police stated on social
media earlier this month. “Please be

aware of your surroundings and do your
part to safely arrive at your destination.”

Pedestrian fatalities remain high
across the U.S. In 2019, 6,205 pedestri-
ans died, which breaks down to one pe-
destrian death every 85 minutes, ac-
cording to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration.

Killed
Continued from Page 1A
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