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The Carmel  
Mission Foundation 
was formed to fund 
the conservation 

and preservation of the historical 
properties and artifacts of the 
Carmel Mission.  The Foundation is 
a 501 c 3 non-profit corporation 
independent from any religious 
organization.  Its tax ID number is 
26-2981780.  All contributions are 
tax deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law.
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Basilica Seismic Retrofit Update
Thanks to the kind generosity of our donors, 
the Carmel Mission Foundation has raised 
over $3 million in cash and pledges 
toward the overall cost of $5 million for 
the seismic stabilization of the Basilica.  
Support for the Carmel Mission has been 
received from both the Parish and the local 
community with over 250 donations of $5,000 or 
more, and over 20 donations of $25,000 and above, 
including the SAT matching grant of $650,000.  With work on the seismic 
upgrade on the Basilica scheduled to begin this summer, the Carmel Mission 
Foundation is now organizing to meet the challenge of raising the remaining  
$2 million this spring.  

To date, $800,000 in pre-construction work funded by the Foundation has already 
been completed on the historic Basilica in order to ready it for the extraordinary 
renovation and seismic retrofit.  An experienced team of architects and engineers 
has been assembled, including an architect of record, preservation architect, 
seismologist, hydrologist and civil, mechanical and structural engineers.  This team 
has handled the discovery work, testing, master planning, design, construction 
drawings and permitting, and will now oversee the actual Basilica seismic 
restoration work. 

What Lies Ahead
The first phase of the stabilization 
construction work will require the 
removal of the clay tile roofing 
material and existing planking for 
access to roof framing and the 
protection of the very significant 
parabolic ceiling from exposure to the 
elements.  The seismic retrofit work 
will then be completed by stabilizing 
the 220-year-old walls with over 200 
center-cored vertical holes into which 
steel rods will be inserted and grouted in place, essentially inserting a steel 
framework within the walls of the Basilica without affecting its look.  Also, existing 
trusses and knee braces of the 76-year-old roof structure will be strengthened.   
This seismic retrofit work is designed not only to preserve the Basilica but to bring 
 it into compliance with modern building safety codes and standards.  

continued on page 3
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The CENTER Plaque

Donors at the $25,000 level and above are critical to the success of a 
building campaign of this importance and magnitude. The donors 
whose names appear below have made generous gifts and pledges to the 
Tricentennial Capital Campaign for the Restoration of the Carmel 
Mission.  These major gifts will enable the restoration program to fulfill 
its goal of a safe and stable historic structure in our community. The 
funding of this once in a lifetime project could not be contemplated 
without philanthropic leaders like this in our community. Your gift may 
also remain anonymous, but your generosity will have meaningful impact 
towards preserving this historic treasure for future generations.
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National Parks Service-Save America’s Treasures

Nancy Eccles & Homer N. Hayward Family Foundation

In Memory of Virgilla & Elmo McCormick & Catherine & Jerry Smola

John & Vivian Sweeney & Family

Monterey Peninsula Foundation

Hank & Lisa Plain

Lane & Phyllis Loyko

In loving memory of Melvin D. & Paz F. Fortes our wonderful parents 

Bill Hannon Foundation

California Missions Foundation & The Hearst Foundation

Dunspaugh-Dalton Foundation

Dr. George & Dolly Albright

Blach Construction

Dr. Kim & Mildred Canavarro

Frisone Family In Memory of Larry & Gloria & Julie Frisone

Samuel & Jeanne Gesumaria

Robert & Brooke Grabrian

Sal Gutierrez & Mary Anderson

In Memory of Harry H. Hagey, Jr.

William & Lucy Reno

Samuel & Terese Wright
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Mission Stamp 
Unveiled
As the showers cleared on  
February 28, 2012, the Carmel 
Mission Courtyard came alive with 
over 200 serious, or want-to-be, 
phlebotomists (stamp collectors) for 
the unveiling of the Carmel Mission 
Stamp.  The ceremony, which was 
co-sponsored by the United States 
Postal Service and the Carmel 
Mission Foundation, included 
various speakers and dignitaries 
including our Foundation’s 
president, Victor Grabrian, and 
Bishop Garcia.  The $18.95 express 
mail stamp is available at the post 
office, and celebrates California 
history.  We agree with the Postal 
Service that the Carmel Mission is 
an integral part of the state’s history 
and appreciate it being singled out 
for this national honor.

Pictured from L to R, Carlos Santiago, Victor 
Grabrian,  Kim Fernandez, Bishop Garcia, 
Nancy De Serpa,  Dr. Ruben Mendoza

Guests attend the unveiling ceremony
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Foundation Elects 
New Officers
The Carmel Mission Foundation 
is pleased to announce the 
election of Victor Grabrian as its 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer.  In this capacity Mr. 
Grabrian will be responsible for 
the overall direction of the 
Foundation’s efforts in support of 
the restoration and preservation 
of the Carmel Mission complex.  
He has been a Director and Vice 
President of the Foundation since 
2009.

Mr. Grabrian succeeds Sam 
Wright, one of the original 
Founders and President of the 
Foundation since 2008.  Mr. 
Wright’s term as President ended 
in December of last year; however, 
Sam will continue in a key role as 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors.  “We thank Sam for his 
outstanding leadership and 
dedication these past four years 
and welcome his continuing 
involvement as we proceed with 
the critical task of restoring and 
preserving the Carmel Mission,” 
said Victor Grabrian, President.

The following Foundation officers 
were also elected for 2012: Mary 
Kay Teresa, Vice President; Doug 
Hayashi, Treasurer and Chief 
Financial Officer; and Brian Call, 
Corporate Secretary. E

In the past few weeks 
we have completed the 
educational 
component of the 
Serra Wall by hanging 
the two plaques that 
describe his life and 
legacy.  This narrative 
is a fitting tribute to a 
man who had such an 
impact on not only our 
Carmel Mission, but 
the State of California 
as a whole.  Also, the 
Serra Cross was 

completed by the foundry and is now affixed to the memorial.  “What 
about the next donor plaque you say?”  Well, the foundry in Pittsburgh 
sent it to us and, unfortunately, its finish was deemed to be not up to the 
standards necessary for us to accept delivery.  They apologized and are in 
the process of remaking it at no cost, and it should arrive here in Carmel 
in the coming weeks.  The final $5,000-and-up-plaque has only 50 
remaining places, and we encourage those of you who want to be 
included to send your donation or pledge in today.

Newly elected President /CEO Victor 
Grabrian with Chairman Samuel L. Wright

Have you seen the Serra Memorial Wall?

Basilica Seismic RETROFIT update, continued from page 1

While the roof is off, the infrastructure for a fire suppressant system 
and electrical and communications upgrades to replace all outside 
wiring and conduit will be accomplished in the attic.  Then the roof 
decking will be replaced to collect all shear forces and to tie the roof 
structure to the walls; gutters will be installed and re-roofing 
completed by replacing the clay tiles.  All work will follow the 
standards and guidelines for the preservation of historic buildings.  
Concurrently, this work triggers the need to create a new wheelchair 
accessible bathroom to be in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.  It is important to note that while all of this work is 
occurring, the Basilica will remain in continuous use.  

Today the Mission is an active parish, a major tourist attraction 
drawing over 150,000 visitors annually, and a primary economic 
engine for the Monterey Peninsula.  It is also the venue for many 
Peninsula events including the Concours d’ Elegance, Bach Festival, 
and numerous corporate and private gatherings.  We enjoy this 
historic treasure today thanks to the preservation efforts of those 
who have gone before us.  Now it is our turn to preserve this 
treasure for future generations.



TRIBUTES and 
REMEMBRANCES 
In Honor of John & Mary Anne Ablan
Joanne Ablan

In Honor of Brady & Brook Keller’s 		
	 baptisms
Jason & Alicia Andrade

In Memory of Mary DePaoli
Alexis Atchinson
Amy Claster
Beth Harney
Julie Lambert
Louis & Marianne Medeiros
Mr. & Mrs. Mark O’Connor

In Memory of Frederic de Sibert
Bonnie Jean Baker

In Memory of Joe Manestar
Ron & Claire Berry

In Memory of Bruno & Bella Odello
Ron & Claire Berry

In Memory of John H. Gilbert
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome A. Bohland

In Honor of Dolores P. Hagey
Michael & Margo Borich

In Honor of Dan Corrigan
Robert & Marlene Buckley

In Memory of James & Lauren Boylan
Alison, Mike, Michael Burrafato & 
	 David Boylan

In Memory of Mary K. Burton
Robert Burton
Dr. Kim & Mildred Canavarro
Maria Canavarro
VADM. & Mrs. Stanley Szemborski 

In Memory of Padres Junipero Serra,  
Crespi and Lasuén
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Cooley

The Porter Family 163 yrs in the  
Monterey Bay area
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Cooley

In Memory of Juanita W. Cooney
Jim Cooney

In Honor of Larry Harris on the occasion  
of his 100th Birthday
Dan & Marian Corrigan

In Memory of Historian & Educator  
Marcia Frisbee DeVoe
Melissa Eason

In Honor of Sharman Esse
Donald and Sharman Esse

The following donors have made generous gifts to the Carmel Mission 
Foundation from January 1 – December 31, 2011.  They will be recognized in 
the Serra Memorial Register.  This handmade bound leather book was 
commissioned by the Carmel Mission Foundation from noted book-maker and 
restorer Constance Hunter of Soquel, CA.  At the conclusion of the 
Tricentennial Capital Campaign, this book with its listings of donors to the 
campaign at any amount, will be housed and on display in California’s first and 
oldest library.  This is, of course, our very own Serra Library on the Mission 
grounds.  Thank you for your generous and heartwarming support.
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Ablan, Joanne
Adams, Michael & Jeanne
Albright, Dolly & George
Alspaugh, Robert & Peggy
Amato, Frank & Regina
Ambrosio, Kathryn
Anderson, Burton
Anderson, Robert & Kathleen
Andrade, Jason & Alicia
Anonymous		

Antle, Mike & Cass
Apostrofe, Anna
Artz, Jean
Atchinson, Alexis
Baerg, William & Marti
Bahr, Molly & Rick
Baker, Bonnie Jean
Baldwin, John
Balestreri	, Ted & Velma
Bank of America		
Barancik, Richard & Claire
Baron, Frederick & Kathryn
Baszucki, Paul & Helen
Beasley, Dolores
Beichley, Duane & Kathleen
Bennetts, John & Nancy
Berling, Clay & Sarah
Berry, Mary Louise
Berry, Ron & Claire
Big Sur International Marathon
Birnberg, Howard and Diane
Bizzozero, Capt. & Mrs Ernest

Blanton, David
Blois, Susan
Boeddiker, Robert & Jean
Bohland, Jerome & Gertrude
Borg, Suzanne
Borich, Michael and Margo
Bouchier, Robert & Sarah
Boulger, JoAnne
Bowen, Carole
Boyken, Mary

Boyle, Peter & Charlotte
Breck, Helen
Brocchini	, Paul
Brown, Cecilia
Brownell, Robert
Buckley, Robert & Marlene
Buena Vista Land Co.	
Burrafato	, Alison
Burton, Robert
Burton, Robert & Louise
Carmel Mission Docents
Cagney, Bill
Calcagno	, John & Teresa
California Missions Foundation
Call, Brian & Galen
Campisi, Colleen & Jon
Canavarro, Maria
Casper, Arthur & Mary
Cawley, Kevin & Cynthia
Cervenka, Robert & Debra
Chevron
Chiappe, Elio & Geraldine

Church, Tad & Carol
Claster, Amy
Cole, Carol
Cole, Geraldine
Coleman, Roger
Collum, Cathy
Comstock, Eric & Katharine
Coniglio, Carla
Conn, Sylvia
Cooley, Donald & Diane

Cooney, Jim
Cornforth, Donald & Edna
Corrigan, Dan & Marian
Coulter, Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J.
Coyne, Shirley
Crescente, Joe & Sharon
Crosby, Jerian & Al
Crosson, 	Mary
Cutino, Bert & Bella
Daniels-Houlton Family  
	 Foundation			 
Davi, Raymond
Davies, Paul
Deakyne, Bill & Mary
DeFaria, Walter
Delfino, Mary
Denier, Richard & Kathy
Detrait, Guillaume & Stefania
Di Giorgio, Josephine
Dirksen, Douglas & Cristina
Dobson, Andy & Annarie Lyles 
Doolittle, William & Nancy

Your Generosity 
	 is appreciated

“I never weary of great churches. It is my favorite kind of  
mountain scenery. Mankind was never so happily inspired  

as when it made a cathedral”  —Robert Louis Stevenson



In Memory of Judge Macklin Fleming		
Polly Fleming

In Memory of Andres Gomez &  
Rena Gomez Aliga
Regina I. Gomez

In Memory of Candida Martinez-Perez	
Gabriella Graham

In Memory of Stanley & Priscilla Paulikas	
Dolores P. Hagey

In Memory of Coralie Rankin Collins	
Dolores P. Hagey

In Memory of Mildred Canavarro	
Dolores P. Hagey

In Memory of Rosalie Bonsignore-Wampler
Dolores P. Hagey

In Memory of John Bartowick
Dolores P. Hagey

In Memory of Anthony Klepich
Dolores P. Hagey

In Memory of John H. Gilbert
Dolores P. Hagey

In Memory of Don & Frances Allen
Richard & Susan Hamnquist

In Memory of George Sid Gadsby
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hayashi

In Memory of Jack N. Chin
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hayashi

In Memory of Lillian Higgins
David & George Ann Higgins

In Memory of George
Mr. &  Mrs. William Knapp

In Honor of Nicholas & Dorothy Limov
Bill & Karen Harris
Joe & Miriam Limov
Joan Limov & Ralph Paterson
Barbara Venner

In Memory of Jarman F Lowder
Thomas Lowder

In Memory of Joe Manestar
Mrs. Rose Manestar

In Honor of Helen & Paul Baszuck  
on the occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary
Mr. &  Mrs. Richard McCormick

In Honor of Jim Langley
Carol Mitchell
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Drum, John & Stephanie
Dunspaugh-Dalton  
	 Foundation, Inc.	
Eason, Melissa
Ege, Conrad &  Beth
Eggleston, William & Patricia
Elizondo, Michael & Miki
Erskine, Frances
Esse, Donald
Estes, David & Valerie
Fabian, Maria
Falge, Dick & Judy
Falkel, Mic & Lisa
Fallon, Peter
Fettis, Nick & Mary Alice
Fields, Jack & Jayme
Finn, Capt. & Mrs William A.
Fleming, Polly
Flower, Charles & Victoria
Ford, Joseph & Mary Ann
Fortes, Melvin
Foudy, Michael & Julie
Francisyovic, Dennis
Frasca, Roger & Joyce
Fredrickson, Ron & Kathy
Fremont Bank Foundation		
Frisone Family Foundation		
Fry, Teresa
Furth, Frederick
Gambord	, Joel
Garofono, John & Christie
Garofono, Nico & Ava
Germino, Donald Bernadette
Gesumaria, Samuel & Jeanne
Gilbert, Patricia
Gill, James & Caroline
Gomez, Regina
Gonzalez	, Tim & Cathy
Gould, Laurence
Grabrian, Dennis
Grabrian, Victor & Monica
Grace, Mike & Bette
Graham, Gabriella
Graupera	, Leopold
Greenburg, Jeff 
Griffin, Fr. John
Gutierrez	, Alice & Paul
Gutierrez, Sal & Mary Anderson
Hagey, Dolores
Hammond, Robert & Patricia
Ewen, Elaine
Hanson, Christopher
Hanson, Harry & Terry
Hanson, Stephen & Carlyne
Harney, Bernadette & John

Harney, Beth
Harris, Bill & Karen
Harris, Lawrence
Hayashi & Wayland Inc.	
Hayashi, Douglas & Diane
Hayward, Wendy
Henrard, Joseé
Hewatt, Michael
Heyler, Toni
Higgins, David & George Ann
Hill Family Charitable Foundation	
Hogan, Katherine
Holz, Stephen
Hontalas, Jean
Hout, Thomas
Hudson, Carla & David Huey
Humm, Michael
Hutchinson, Nancy
Hutton, Ray & Joan
Jegat, Jackie & Sonja
Jensen, J. D. & Missy
Jessen, John & Judy
Johnson, Vernon & Joan
Joslin, Bill & Carolyn
Judge, June

Kaczmarek, Theresa & David Henry
Kelleher, Jean & Matt
Kepp, W. Joseph
Keyzers, Skip & Joan
King, Mike & Kathy
Klein, Tom & Kate
Knapp, William & Katherine
Kneeland, Donna
Knights Of Columbus Carmel 	
	 Mission Council			
Kraft, Patrick
Kraszewski, Charles
Krecki, Mary
Krpata, Chuck & Brenda
Kubicek, Paul & Didi
Lambert, Julie
Lampi, Lillian
Langley, Jim & Lou
Lao, Felicidad
Larbalestier, Geoffrey & Marie
Larkin, Matt
Lauter, Vince & Sharry
Lazarus, James & Ann
Lesieutre, Daniel
Letendre, Lorin & Karen
Limov, Joan & Ralph Paterson
Limov, Joe & Miriam
Lins, Richard & Lynne
Little, Matt & Joan
Livingston, Jean Anne

TRIBUTES, continuedLockhart, Patrica
Lorenzo, Orlando & Clarita
Lowder, Thomas
Loyko, Lane & Phyllis
Lucero, Gil & Aprille
Lyles, Valera
Macbeth, Scot
MacMahon, Eamon
Mandelin	, Marianne
Manestar, Rose
Marchi, Jack & Mary
Mark, Joseph & Sheila
Matar, Sam & Angela
Mayol, Donald & Lois
McCary, Thomas & Mary
McCloud, Sue
McCormick, Richard & Mary Pat
McGrath, Mary
McKean, Don
McKillop, James
McKim, Marti
McMurrain, Key David
McNamara, Jacqueline & Dan
Medeiros	, Louis & Marianne
Merrill, Richard & Grace
Meyer, Lenore & Dale
Millard, Joanne
Mitchell, Carol
Monterey Peninsula Foundation	
Moore, Jim & Susan
Morris, Bob & Marikay
Moseley, Josephine
Mueller, Richard & Dianne
Mutty, John
Nee, David & Julie
Newgard Davies, Nancy
Nieman, Mary Jean
Nista, Cosmo
Norman, Fred & Karen
O’Connell, Terry & Mary
O’Connor, Mark & Kim
O’Farrell, Maria & Bob
Oldfield, Douglas & Fana
O’Neill, Robert & Marilynn
Ostarello, Lisa
Pagano, Anthony
Pardo, Charlene
Parks, Tom
Parodi, Susan
Parsons, Bill & Judy
Paul, Jim & Linda
Peszynski Foundation		
Peterson, Bryon & Lynn
Pickering, Daniel & Jennifer
Pivk, Leopold



In Memory of David Rumpf
Josephine Moseley

In Memory of John & Patricia Ostarello
Lisa Osterello

In Memory of Sal and Doris Nicita
Ms. Charlene Pardo

In Memory of Katarina Pivk
Leopold Pivk

In Memory of Donald R Nichols
Jo Anne Roberts

In Memory of John A. Rokich
Jeannine Rokich

In Memory of Joe Manestar
Richard G. Ross

In Memory of Elizabeth L. Hoy
Betty Rust

In Honor of Sam Wright
Suzanne Scott

In Honor of the Marrage of  
Tim & Olivia Shoaf
Jim & Colleen Shoaf

In Memory of Kathryn & Elmer Mattart
Mr.& Mrs. Stuart Smith

In Memory of Barbara Bolgard
Nancy & Stephen Steward

In Honor of Jim Langley
Mr. & Mrs. Stypula

In Memory of David K. Stewart
Gaines Thomas &  Laurie Primavera

In Memory of Leroy Riordan
 J. Breck Tostevin

In Memory of Samuel (Beau) Breck
Mr. &  Mrs. George White

In Memory of Frederic de Sibert
Samuel & Terese Wright

In Memory of Jane Harris
Samuel & Terese Wright

In Memory of Francis “Bud” Whisler
Samuel & Terese Wright

In Memory of Samuel (Beau) Breck
Samuel & Terese Wright

Plain, Hank & Lisa
Ponce, Carmen
Primavera, Laurie & 
	 Thomas Gaines 
Prodis, Pierre & Carol
Qualcomm Foundation		
Radowicz, Richard & Ethyl
Ramert, Aaron & Jennifer
Ramirez, Mila
Reade, Rex & Joan
Reding, Jim & Barbara
Reiman, Charles
Reno, William & Lucy
Riggio, Ben
Roberts, Jo Anne
Roehl, Timothy & Camille Kolles
Rokich, Jeannine
Ross, David & Christine
Ross, Richard
Rotary Club of Carmel-by-the-Sea
Ruffolo, Richard & Jo-Ann
Rust, Betty
Ryan, Francis & Margret
Salmoun, Alex & Maha
Sanders, James & Maureen
Sanders, John & Carolyn
Sanna, Louis & Rosellen
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TRIBUTES, continued Generosity, continued

Savage, Charles
Schiebold, Kathleen
Schott, Stephen & Patricia
Schwabacher, Randall & Kristine
Scott, Suzanne
Shoaf, Jim & Colleen
Smith, Robin
Smith, Stuart & Susan
Smith, William & Loretta
Smyth, Jan & Don Zeek
Snorf, Charles & Leslie
Soberanes, Edward
Sparolini, Catherine
Spendlove, Sherrie
Steward, Stephen & Nancy
Stone, Chris
Strohm, Wilbur & Barbara
Stypula, John & Gail
Surbridge, Thomas & Mary
Susott, Nancy & John
Sweeney, Vivian
Szemborski, Stanley & Barbara
Szmit, Halina
Tarabini, John
Taunt, Robert & Suzanne
Teresa, Mary Kay

The Walker Foundation
The William & Flora Hewlett 	
	 Foundation		
Tierney, Sally
Tostevin, J. Breck & Nancy
Treadwell, Ken & Lisa
Tybor, Robert & Laurel
Upp, John & Jane
Van Alstyne, Bruce & Barbara
Venner, Barbara
Verhillst, Mark
Vivas Peach, Victoria
Wessel, David
West, Helen
White, George & Jo
Williams, Gerald & Dot
Wilsey, Bobbie & Michael
Wodecki, Edward & Irena
Woods, Marilyn
Wright, Samuel & Terese
Wu, Flora
Yansouni, Cyril & Jeanne
Young, John & Diane
Young, Melvin & Verda
Zander, Edward & Mona
Zenorini, Marie

Harry Downie (1903-1980) was the 
curator charged with directing the 
second restoration of the Carmel 
Mission, beginning in 1931.  He 
devoted nearly five decades of his 
life to this endeavor and, according 
to multiple sources, the Carmel 
Mission Basilica is one of the most 
authentically restored of all the 
mission churches in California due 
to Downie’s dedication.  He is 
buried in the Mission’s cemetery. We 
are very proud to name the planned 
giving program after this tireless 
advocate of Mission preservation.

If you have already included the Foundation in your estate plans, please notify 
us so that we may thank you.

Announcing the Formation of the 
Harry Downie Society
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Next up……… Join Us!
Sunday, April 15, 2012 at 3:00 P.M.—Free!

Studio 105, Sunset Center, Carmel, CA

“Father Serra and the Indian Community”

Noted Serra scholar, Dr. Steven Hackel, will present “Father 
Junípero Serra and the Indian Community at Carmel Mission.”  
Dr. Hackel is an Associate Professor of History at UC Riverside, and 
the author of Children of Coyote, Missionaries of Saint Francis, as well as the 
forthcoming biography on Junipero Serra.  Born and raised in California, 
Hackel earned his B.A. at Stanford and his Ph.D. in American History from 
Cornell, with specializations in early America and the American West. 

Super Lecture Series in 2012 off to a Grand Start
On “Super Bowl Sunday” over  
125 historians and art lovers packed 
Sunset Center’s Studio 105 for a 
superb lecture by Peter Hiller.  In 
his presentation, “Jo Mora: From the 
Mission Trail Journals to Sculpting 
Serra at Carmel,” Peter shared stories 
of young Jo Mora’s 1903 horseback tour 
of the missions, which were a prelude  
to “the supreme professional effort  
of my life,” the Serra Cenotaph. Peter  
also shared rare video footage of the 
October 1924 parade through Monterey 
celebrating the dedication of the 
Cenotaph.

Our thanks to Peter for this  
fantastic afternoon.
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Dr. Steven Hackel

Looking forward, on September 23, 2012, Weston Naef, Curator Emeritus, 
of the J. Paul Getty Museum, will join us in Carmel to share the stunning 
photography of Carleton Watkins, one of California’s first and most well-
known photographers of the 1880’s.  

Finally, our series will conclude November 4, 2012 with Architect and Author 
Jock Sewall as he shares stunning photography, drawings and research from 
his newly published book on the Architecture of the 21 California Missions.

Sponsored by the Carmel 
Mission Foundation as part of 
its commitment to support 
historical and artistic exhibits 
connected to the 
understanding of the 
historical importance of early 
California and the California 
Mission System. 
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DID YOU 
KNOW?
You probably know that the 
Blessed Father Junipero Serra 
is buried under the gospel side 
of the altar of the Carmel 
Mission Basilica.  But did you 
know that his remains have 
been unearthed three times 
since his burial in 1784 to verify 
their existence?  That’s true.  
They were dug up in 1856, 1882 
and the last time in 1943.  The 
first two times, the Basilica was 
roofless.  The last time was 
under the direction of Sir 
Harry Downey, who was 
knighted three times in his life.  
More about that next time.
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Opening the tombs of the padres in 1882. Father A.D. Casanova, standing; Christiano 
Machado, sitting on stone of Father Serra’s tomb. Boys in uniform are the St. Patrick’s 
Cadets from San Francisco.

Inaugural  Excursion a Hit! 
The Carmel Mission Foundation’s 
inaugural field trip took place on 
March 27 to Mission San Antonio 
de Padua in Jolon.  Unfortunately, 
the wildflowers are late bloomers 
this year and very few had shown 
their lovely carpets of color.  
However, our on-the-bus wildflower 
expert, Helen Breck, was able to 
point out a few beauties along the 
roadside.  We were also fortunate 

to have the guidance of Mission San Antonio Archeologist, Dr. Robert 
Hoover, and Joan Steele, Administrator of the Mission, who provided 
the historical background that gave us a real appreciation for what 
mission life was like in Fr. Serra’s time.   A delicious lunch, followed by  
a stop at the Hahn Winery, was the perfect way to end a lovely day.


